
 

 

 
3038 Boston Mills Road, Brecksville, Ohio   44141 

MEETING HELD AT THE TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
 

RICHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016  

 

10:00 A.M. 

 
Chairperson Trustee Ms. Jankura welcomed all in attendance to the Township’s new home. 

 

The Board of Trustees met for their Regular Meeting and it was called to order by Chairperson 

Trustee Ms. Jankura at 10:00 a.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Roll Call was taken by 

Township Administrator Mrs. Remec.   

 

Roll Call: 
 

Janet Jankura – Chairperson 

 Jeff Shupe - Vice Chairperson 

Robert Luther (Not Present during the Roll Call and arrived after the Roads Report)    

 

Also in Attendance: 

 

 Ms. Mindy Remec, Administrator 

 Ms. Laurie Pinney, Zoning Inspector and Fiscal Officer  

 Chief Keith Morgan, Village of Richfield Police Department 

 Assistant Chief, Phil McLean, Village of Richfield Fire Department  

Mr. Jeff Gorman, West Side Leader 

Ms. Kathy Galrin, Richfield Times Magazine 

 

Approval of Minutes:   

 

 None.   

 

Department Head Reports:   

 

Police: 

 

Chief Morgan congratulated the Township on their new building since the tragedy last 

year.  Chief Morgan provided the calls for service for the month of December, 2015.  There 

were 237 calls in the Township and 1215 in the Village.  It was reported that the State Attorney 

General provided opinion regarding funding for 911 and the Village will not be receiving any 

funds.   
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In 2015 the Village received less than $150 so the current 911 service will not change.  An 

alternative for 911 Cellular is still being pursued and this will be in addition to the current 911 

methods.    

 

Fire: 

 

Assistant Chief Phil McLean was in attendance for the Chief who was unavailable.  

Assistant Chief “welcomed the Township to the new building and expressed that the moving and 

construction process was nearly complete.”  The report was as follows:  14 Township EMS, 5 

Township Fire.  There were 32 Village EMS, 13 Village Fire, 8 Mutual Aid Given, and 1 

Mutual Aid Received.  Total calls were 73.  Assistant Chief stated that Department is 

continuing to monitor the activities at the RJRD property.  Assistant Chief is working with 

Administrator Debbie on some occupancy and fire inspection issues.  Working with the water 

department, hydrant issues were resolved in the month of December.  A walk-through and a pre-

plan are scheduled with Regina Health Center to ensure load, occupancy and the crisis response 

plan.       

  

Zoning:   

 

The Zoning Inspector stated that thanks should be given for the people who helped with the 

move.  It was all done within three (3) days.  Noting, that the hardest worker was Administrator 

Remec who personally moved over 150 boxes for zoning and fiscal records.  Pinney stated that 

Remec would downplay her efforts and wanted to make sure that it was noted for the record.  

Staff in attendance thanked each other.   

 

The Zoning Inspector was in attendance.  Pinney provided the zoning certificate 

information. 

 

Zoning Certificates:  For the month of December, 2015:  One (1) certificate an accessory 

building and one (1) for a lot split.   

 

Year to Date Certificates:  Ten (10) residences, six (6) residential additions, six (6) accessory 

building, two (2) decks, four (4) swimming pools, four (4) fences and one (1) sign and 

relocation/construction of two amateur radio antennas and one (1) lot split for a grand total of 34.     

 

Zoning Commission and Zoning Matters in Process:  No change to the status of broadening 

the regulation language for parks, playgrounds, and golf courses.  The ZC Hearing continues and 

the next meeting is January 14, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Board of Zoning Appeals:   
 

All board member openings have been filled. 

 

The following cases were heard at the December 15, 2015 6:30 p.m. meeting.  
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Case 610-15:  Application by RJRD for Conditional Use.  Properties on the north side of the 

intersection of Streetsboro and Oviatt Roads, Conservation District (CD), Parcels 48-02804, 48-

02805, 46-02836 and 48-02837.  The hearing was closed and the Board members stated their 

intent to grant approval pending completion of a resolution.  The case was continued to January 

18, 2016 for finalization. 

 

Case 616-15:  4859 Broadview Road, Parcel 48-00800, Request for a variance to  allow an 

extension of a prior approval for signage in an R-1 Rural Residential District.  The request was 

granted.  

 

The application deadline for the January meeting was January 4, 2016 and there were no new 

applications.  Administrative business and the continued case 610-15 [see above] are the only 

items on the agenda.   

 

February 1, 2016 is the application deadline for the February 15, 2016.   

    

Summit County Planning Commission:  The next meeting is Thursday,  January 21, 2016 at 

3:00 p.m. No TWP items are on the agenda.  

 

New Subdivision Review, Legal and Other: 

 

Subdivision: 

There are no new subdivision reviews in process.   

 

JEDD: 

The next JEDD meeting is February1, 2015, 10:30 a.m. at the Richfield Township 

Administration Building, 3038 Boston Mills Road, Brecksville, Ohio.     

 

Legal: 

There is no change in the status regarding certain properties.  The information shown below 

reflects that status.   

 

Properties on Medina Line and Black Roads have been requested for Summit County 

Department of Building Standards to review possible condemnation/demolition.  In both of these 

cases, the property owners have contacted the Township ZI and discussed their plans to improve 

the condition of the properties.  Action is on hold and no change. 

 

As previously reported, the Trustees approved taking legal action on these  properties on 

September 3, 2015.  RTWP records were provided to the Summit  County Prosecutor’s Office 

for further action and there is no substantive change to the status with the exception that the 

property owners have stated that there are plans to bring the property into compliance.     

 

Township Officials have been assisting property owners with information  regarding Stormwater 

and erosion issues on residential properties in Glencairn Forest.  EPA issued violation notices to 

the developer and allowed several extensions before following through on enforcement action.   
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In a letter to the Ohio EPA from the Trustees dated December 16, 2015, the Trustees encouraged 

the agency to bring this matter to enforcement and resolution on behalf of the affected residents.  

The Ohio EPA forwarded the matter to the state Attorney General’s office to seek enforcement 

action.   

 

Fiscal: 

 

Fiscal Officer Pinney requested a motion regarding the permanent appropriations allowing the 

Fiscal Officer to open up all of the new purchase orders for 2016.         

 

MOTION by:  Ms. Jankura and seconded by Mr. Shupe to approve the permanent appropriations and 

transfers for 2016 appointment.                       

 

FURTHER DISCUSSION:  NONE   
 

MOTION PASSED BY MAJORITY PRESENT:  Jankura (yea), Luther (yea), Shupe (Yea) 

 

 

Parks and Recreation: 

 

No report.         

 

Roads: 

 

Due to the absence of Trustee Mr. Luther, Service Department Mr. Schall stated that the 

move went well due to the team work of staff.  Regarding live Christmas trees, residents are 

instructed to leave at the end of their drives and the Service Department will routinely canvass.  

Trees will be picked up and disposed of.   

 

Trustee Mr. Luther arrived after the Roads Report. 

 

Administration: 

 

Mrs. Remec thanked and expressed appreciation to all staff for the moving work and quipped 

that any resident who happened by the office “was given a box to move.”  [Laughter]  Remec 

stated that Laurie Pinney worked just as hard as she did.   
 

Builders is still working through some punch list items and things encountered since the building 

is occupied.  Monitoring of furniture back orders and punch list issues are continuing in order to 

meet the Open House deadline of January 21, 2016.   

 

The last invoice for $8K for Peninsula Architects for the construction phase of the contract 

required Trustee approval through motion.   
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MOTION by:  Ms. Jankura and seconded by Mr. Luther to approve $8000.00 to Peninsula Architects 

representing the last invoice for Criteria Architect Services for the construction phase of the building 

from the General Fund.   

 

FURTHER DISCUSSION:  NONE   
 

MOTION PASSED BY MAJORITY PRESENT:  Jankura (yea), Luther (yea), Shupe (Yea) 

 

 

 Before moving on to the next agenda item, Trustee Ms. Jankura asked for any park or roads 

 updates from Trustee Mr. Luther and he had none. 

     

Summit County Engineer:   

 

Mr. Fulton stated that it was pleasure to be in attendance and noted that also in attendance was 

Mr. Dave Smith.  The Township requested that the Engineer’s office prepare options for 

Hawkins Road.  There were three (3) options and they were presented by Mr. Smith. 

 

1. Option 1:  Coal mix pavement of cold mix to chip & seal Hawkins.  Option 1 will 

include milling 6-feet wide on each side of the road to reduce the height around the 

gutter due to repeated re-surfacing over the years.   

2. Option 2:  Coal mix pavement of cold mix to chip & seal Hawkins.  Option 2 would 

involve 6 to 8-inches of grinding the entire road pulling the grindings to the center of 

the road to provide adequate crowning.   

3. Option 3:  Coal mix pavement of hot mix to chip & seal Hawkins.  Option 3 is the 

most expensive and not recommended.   

  

 Option 2 is slightly more expensive than Option 1, but Option 2 is recommended due to the   

 positive results for the road.  The work can be phased and the bridge work that needs to be 

 completed would be part of the engineer’s capital budget.  Budget estimates were distributed and 

  was the intent to include the Township work into the County’s collaborative program.  Trustee 

 Luther agreed with the phase in approach separating the project into upper and lower half.  

 Trustee Mr. Luther stated that over the years a number of patches have been done and “it’s about 

 time to repair the road.”   

 

 Mr. Fulton requested a decision from the Trustees regarding the collaborative program; time was 

 of the essence.  The County would oversee the bidding and the Township would be financially 

 responsible.  Administrator Remec stated that Resolution 2-2016 on the agenda required action 

 by the Trustees and approval of this motion was for an amount not to exceed $100K which was 

 the total road budget.  Mr. Fulton stated that the pricing in the collaborative program is very 

 competitive.   The county estimates are on the high side but 85% of the projects are actually 

 lower than the estimate amount.   

 

 Luther asked Fiscal Officer Pinney if the money was available and Pinney responded that “she 

 was comfortable with $100K but opined that additional funds [$5-10K] could be made available 

 if necessary.”    
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 Trustee Jankura confirmed that there were no other pressing road issues for 2016 and if 

 anything issues occurred during the year they could be scheduled into 2017.  Trustee Luther 

 stated that the drainage issue was completed and 2015 and he was in favor of moving forward 

 with the paving in 2016.  Trustee Mr. Shupe stated that the lower half portion of the road 

 should be done first.  There was discussion among the Trustees to consider Option Two with the 

 Lower Portion scheduled first.  Trustee Mr. Luther requested affirmation that the additional 

 funds were indeed available to complete the repair and Fiscal Officer Pinney stated that she 

 didn’t know for sure but was only comfortable with the encumbrance of $100K.   

 

 Administrator Remec suggested that the amount, if there was need for an increase, would be 

 ascertained after the open bidding process.  The County Engineers stated that if the Resolution is 

 approved and the open bidding results in an amount in excess of $100K, the Township is 

 committed to the actual amount but, the County confidently asserted that the actual cost of the 

 proposed Option 2 Lower Portion would not significantly exceed $100K. 

 

Trustee Ms. Jankura modified the agenda item suggesting that action on the particular resolution 

would be appropriate due to preceding discussion.   

 

MOTION by:  Mr. Luther and seconded by Ms. Jankura to approve Resolution 2-2016 To Participate 

in the 2016 Summit County Regional Pavement Maintenance Program to Complete the 2016 

Richfield Township Road Program and to accept Option Two from the Motor Vehicle License Tax 

Fund, Gasoline Tax Fund, Road and Bridge Fund and the Permissive Motor Vehicle License Tax 

Fund.                     

 

FURTHER DISCUSSION:  NONE   
 

MOTION PASSED BY MAJORITY PRESENT:  Jankura (yea), Luther (yea), Shupe (Yea) 

 
 

Old Business: 

 

 Trustee Ms. Jankura publically acknowledged all of the people who made this building a 

 reality; especially Mindy Remec, Debbie Bluso Rogers, Laurie Pinney, Jerry Schall, Don 

 Rentz and Phil Hrusch, Chris Eastwood, and Trustees Luther and Shupe.   
 

 Everyone worked very hard for over a year.  Trustee Jankura stated her sincere appreciation and 

 hoped that the  Residents will also enjoy the efforts and their government building. 

 

New Business: 

 

 Resolution 1-2016:  Resolution Authorizing Advances of Local Funds 

 

 Fiscal Officer Pinney stated that this resolution is necessary to receive local funds as early as 

 February and it is a standard resolution authorized every year.  
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MOTION by:  Ms. Jankura and seconded by Mr. Shupe to approve Resolution 1-2016 Authorizing 

Advances of Local Funds.                     

 

FURTHER DISCUSSION:  NONE   
 

MOTION PASSED BY MAJORITY PRESENT:  Jankura (yea), Luther (yea), Shupe (Yea) 

 
 

 Resolution 2-2016:  To Participate in the 2016 Summit County Regional Pavement 

 Maintenance Program to Complete the 2016 Richfield Township Road Program 

 

 Trustee Ms. Jankura stated that action was taken on this resolution under the Summit 

 Engineer’s Report.    

 

Resolution 3-2016:  Richfield Township Security & Key Use Policy  

 

 Administrator Remec stated that it became apparent with the new building that the policy was 

 necessary to ensure that the building was secure and accessible to those who needed access.  

 Copies were distributed.       

 

MOTION by:  Ms. Jankura and seconded by Mr. Shupe to approve Resolution 3-2016 Richfield 

Township Security and Key Use Policy.                     

 

FURTHER DISCUSSION:  NONE   
 

MOTION PASSED BY MAJORITY PRESENT:  Jankura (yea), Luther (yea), Shupe (Yea) 

 
 

Announcements: 

 

 Open House is January 21, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

   

Citizens Forum: 

 

 The Chair recognized Larry Kennard, 3461 Scotswood Circle.   Mr. Kennard thanked the 

 Trustees for the letter written on their behalf regarding the erosion issue.     

  

Agenda Requests and Follow-Up Actions Items: 

 

Assistant Chief requested follow-up regarding the completion of the fire alarm system.  A 

temporary occupancy permit was issued and Assistant Chief requested information regarding 

the final walk-through and final fire inspection for the Township to obtain their final occupancy 

permit.   

 

Administrator Remec stated that the contractor has not received the final approval of the plan 

from the county and once that is received the walk-through and final inspections would be 

scheduled.  The Village FD would be provided that information once it is known.  Remec stated 

that the temporary permit was issued for 60 or possibly 90 days.   
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Adjournment: 

 

MOTION by:  Ms. Jankura and seconded by Mr. Luther to adjourn at 10:40 a.m.                   

 

FURTHER DISCUSSION:  NONE   
 

MOTION PASSED BY MAJORITY PRESENT:  Jankura (yea), Luther (yea), Shupe (Yea) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

____________________________  ______________________________ 

Trustee  Secretary 

 


